Environmental Advisory Council
Tuesday, December 29, 2009

The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was held on the
above date for the transaction of general business.

Present — H. Rauenzahn, A. Molteni — 2

Also present — S. Katzenmoyer, D. Hoag, F. Denbowski

CALL TO ORDER

Harriet Rauenzahn called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm.

REPORT FROM SOLID WASTE MANAGER

Frank Denbowski reported that the City will begin picking up recycling at City
schools beginning in April. He noted the involvement of the students in the
program.

Mr. Denbowski distributed an update from the Pennsylvania League of Cities
and Municipalities regarding the possible elimination of the tipping fee used to
fund State recycling grants. He noted that the City relies heavily on these grants
for programming, advertising, and education. The possible loss of this grant
funding would have a significant adverse affect on the City.

He noted that the State is considering the elimination of the tipping fee due to
the sunset clause in the original legislation. He noted that he has contacted the
Democratic Caucus and that there is support to continue the fee in the House.
However, there is not sufficient support in the Senate. He is contacting Senator
O’Pake and is hopeful that the City can appear to testify to keep the fee. He
noted the positive concrete results of the funding for the City.

He reported that the $2 fee is a realistic amount. He stated that he brought this to
the EAC’s attention this evening to alert them and City constituents of the
adverse affects. Educational programming and advertising would be cut and
recycling bills could increase. He stated that he would forward any updates on



this issue to Ms. Katzenmoyer for dissemination to the EAC members. He noted
that the adverse affects would be felt immediately as the 2010 budget relies on
this funding.

Ms. Hoag described other fees used in the past in regards to tipping fees. She
noted that they have regularly been adjusted to keep Pennsylvania competitive
with other states regarding out-of-state haulers.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned what programming would be eliminated. Mr.
Denbowski replied that it would be education programming, free recycling
containers, and the purchase of solar powered trash compactors. He noted that
these trash compactors would compact trash automatically and would digitally
inform him when the containers were full and needed to be emptied.

Ms. Hoag questioned if this would impact the County’s hazardous waste
collections. Mr. Denbowski noted that those collections are also subsidized by
grant funding. He noted that the City makes a contribution to the collection cost
and stated that if the County discontinues this practice, the City must begin the
collection of these items.

Mr. Denbowski distributed information regarding the Great American Clean-Up.
He stated that this is the 17t year for this event and noted that it will be held on
Saturday, April 17, the day before Earth Day. The kick-off and celebration will
be held at 8" & Oley Sts. He noted that this year the event will be spearheaded
by the City Solid Waste office with assistance from Reading Beautification. He
noted his hope for a large turnout and is currently soliciting donations from local
businesses. The goal for contributions is $50,000. He noted that the Olivet Boys
and Girls Clubs have committed to participate and the Reading Berks Conference
of Churches will be urging all City congregations to participate. He noted that
the location at 8" & Oley Sts is in the heart of a Weed and Seed area. A rally and
celebration will also be held after the clean-up.

He noted that the City will be very involved in Earth Day this year. Part of the
recycling grant money will be used to sponsor the event. The City will have a
table at the event and will be heavily advertising the event.

Ms. Katzenmoyer questioned if Mike Schorn would be working with City youth
to encourage their participation. Mr. Denbowski noted that Mr. Schorn’s
involvement was key in getting youth participation. He noted his hope that each
school would sponsor their area.



Mr. Brantley arrived at this time.

LIGHT POLLUTION

Ms. Hoag explained the issue with foot candles and lumens and the research she
and Ms. Katzenmoyer had conducted. She noted that foot candles are the
standard measure used during design.

Ms. Katzenmoyer noted that the City’s meter can measure both foot candles and
lumens. She suggested that the language in the Zoning Ordinance be changed
back to foot candles to avoid confusion.

Ms. Hoag voiced her agreement.

The members instructed Ms. Katzenmoyer to contact Mr. Schmehl to make this
adjustment.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned the spillover issue. Ms. Katzenmoyer called Ms.
Rauenzahn’s attention to the language provided by Mr. Schmehl.

Ms. Hoag noted the street light exception may also need to include Met-Ed as

they own a large portion of City street lights. She suggested that Ms.
Katzenmoyer contact Mr. Jones.

EVERGREEN POWER PLANT

Ms. Rauenzahn stated that she contacted the Public Relations Manager. He
noted that there are no plans to burn tires at this facility as they do not fit into the
incinerator. He stated that they have permission to do this in their permit and if
they would change their policy that controls would be installed to prevent
pollution.

400 BLOCK SCHUYLKILL AVE

Ms. Katzenmoyer explained that this block contains a vacant lot which may be
suitable for a garden project. Mr. Brantley stated that he will visit the location to
determine if this would be an appropriate site. He stated that there is another
garden nearby and that two gardens in close proximity may not be sustainable.



Mr. Molteni requested Ms. Katzenmoyer determine the owner of the property.

BCTV PROGRAM

Ms. Rauenzahn informed the members that the program would no longer be
running on the MAC channel and would be moved to BCTV. She also noted that
there would be a fee of $130 per year to continue. She questioned if other
members felt producing a show every other month would be acceptable as she
has found it difficult to find guests.

Members agreed that every other month was acceptable.
Ms. Rauenzahn asked for suggestions for sponsors. Ms. Hoag noted several

including Burkey Construction, M ] Reider, Suburban Labs, and Brentwood
Industries. She stated that she would contact Burkey Construction first.

STORM WATER UTILITY

Ms. Katzenmoyer noted that City Council has been discussing this issue and it
was suggested that the EAC be informed.

Ms. Hoag gave some background regarding the City’s storm water system.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned where the storm water drains. Ms. Hoag noted that
it drains directly into the Schuylkill River.

Ms. Hoag noted that the City has all current permits. She stated that to date
work has included mapping, finding obstructions, leaks, etc. She stated that a
City goal is to move funding for these improvements out of the general fund and
into an enterprise fund. She noted the age of the system and that the fee would
be based on lot size and the amount of impervious surface on the lot. She noted
that credits would be possible for those working to collect rainwater. The
funding would then be used for operation, maintenance and improvements to
the system.

Mr. Molteni questioned water quality issues. Ms. Hoag noted that there are no
quality issues to date. She stated that a consultant is currently studying the fee.
The fee would be an assessment on each property.



Mr. Molteni noted that City fees, taxes, etc are getting close to the tipping point
for residents. Ms. Hoag explained that this fee would be paid by all properties
using the system, including non-profits. She stated that using tax dollars is not
efficient as non-profits pay no taxes but use the system.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned if other municipalities whose water enters Reading’s

system are charged. Ms. Hoag stated that they are not as this would require
inter-municipality agreements which are not in place at this time.

OTHER MATTERS

e Environmental Justice Small Grants Program
Mr. Brantley reported that he is applying for this grant for his gardening
program. He stated that poor and urban residents are more adversely affected
by climate change.

e Berks Conservancy

Ms. Rauenzahn announced the next networking luncheon.

Ms. Katzenmoyer noted that she would be unable to attend this luncheon and
requested that a member in attendance bring her copies of any handouts.

The next meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council will be held on
Tuesday, January 26 at 5:30 pm in the Council Office.

The meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was adjourned at 7:36 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by

Shelly Katzenmoyer
Deputy City Clerk



