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Environmental Advisory Council 

Tuesday, January 25, 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was held on the 

above date for the transaction of general business. 

 

Present – H. Rauenzahn, D. Beane, J. Drayer (via speaker phone), B. Jennings, A. 

Molteni 

 

Also present – S. Katzenmoyer 

 

CALL TO ORDER  
 

Harriet Rauenzahn called the meeting to order at 5:40 pm. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion was made by Dr. Jennings, seconded by Mr. Beane, to approve the 

December 21, 2010 minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

REORGANIZATION 
 Chair - Mr. Beane moved, seconded by Dr. Jennings to nominate Ms. 

Rauenzahn.  Mr. Beane moved, seconded by Dr. Jennings to close 

nominations.   

 Vice Chair – Mr. Beane moved, seconded by Mr. Molteni, to nominate Dr. 

Jennings.   

 

Officers were elected by consensus. 

 

Harriet Rauenzahn Chair 

Brian Jennings Vice Chair 

 

STEEP SLOPE ORDINANCE 
Mr. Molteni stated that it would be best practice to have a steep slope ordinance 

in place.   

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer explained the problems related to steep slopes with the 

proposed development on S. 17th St at Neversink Mountain.  She stated that she 
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would work with City staff to draft an ordinance. 

 

Mr. Beane explained that the ordinances of other municipalities will be used as 

templates. 

 

Mr. Molteni questioned how this would affect City-owned land located outside 

the City limits.  Ms. Katzenmoyer explained that this land would be regulated by 

the municipality in which it is located. 

 

Dr. Jennings expressed the belief that Reading should have steep slope 

regulations.   

 

Mr. Beane and Ms. Drayer agreed. 

 

Ms. Rauenzahn requested that Ms. Katzenmoyer begin working on a draft. 

 

RIPARIAN BUFFER ORDINANCE 
Dr. Jennings stated that he has GIS information available regarding the locations 

of creeks and waterways within the City limits.  He stated that he would bring 

this information to the next meeting. 

 

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned if this would require the planting of trees.  Mr. 

Molteni and Dr. Jennings explained that it could be trees or shrubs.   

 

Dr. Jennings stressed that a buffer should contain no impervious surfaces.  Mr. 

Molteni agreed. 

 

Mr. Beane stated that legally, the City could not obligate current uses to be 

changed but could regulate the future use of land within buffers. 

 

Dr. Jennings questioned if this issue was investigated by River Place.  Ms. 

Katzenmoyer stated that she did not know. 

 

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned the mission of River Place.  Mr. Molteni stated that 

River Place was interested in developing the riverfront, not preserving it. 

 

Mr. Beane expressed his belief that the plans River Place had for the riverfront 

area would not occur as they would be too costly in this economic environment. 

 



3 

Dr. Jennings suggested that this ordinance be implemented before any further 

building occurs along the river. 

 

Ms. Rauenzahn stated that buffers would also help to protect the fish in the 

water.   

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she will begin working on a draft ordinance. 

 

Mr. Beane suggested researching Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Erie and Harrisburg 

to ensure that the template used is in an urban setting. 

 

Dr. Jennings also suggested researching areas with trails within the municipality. 

 

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned if there were currently trails along the Schuylkill 

River.  Mr. Molteni stated that there are and that there is currently work to 

connect Reading to Philadelphia via these trails. 

 

GREEN DRINKS EVENT 
Ms. Rauenzahn stated that she attended the event and found it very interesting.  

She stated that she met many new people.  She had a conversation with Mr. 

Lloyd from the Conservancy who suggested that the EAC assist the Shade Tree 

Commission with the Tree-vitalize program.  This program assists homeowners 

with planting trees. 

 

There was a discussion about shade trees and the replacement process.  It was 

noted that the dwarf pear trees create a lot problems.   

 

Mr. Beane questioned if this tree was indigenous to the area.  Mr. Molteni stated 

that it was not. 

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer was requested to review the list of trees contained in the City’s 

codified ordinances with staff and update as necessary. 

 

Mr. Molteni noted the need to plant in neighborhoods that have few trees. 

 

ENVIRONMENTALLY FOCUSED GROUPS 
Ms. Rauenzahn stated that the Conservancy and Conservation District have 

agreed to write a brief description as part of the EAC long range plan to build 

partnerships for projects. 
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Ms. Rauenzahn stated that she will also inquire with several other groups with 

which she has contacts to begin compiling this information. 

 

Ms. Hoag arrived at this time. 

 

Mr. Molteni suggested that businesses that are environmentally friendly should 

also be included in this list.   

 

Ms. Rauenzahn expressed her hope that representatives from all these 

organizations could be brought together in the future. 

 

Mr. Beane suggested that Ms. Rauenzahn contact Michelle Kircher in 

Commissioner Scott’s office for contact information for other environmental 

groups. 

 

EARTH DAY 
Mr. Molteni stated that there are no plans for a large event this year but that 

schools are planning their own events. 

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that Reading Beautification will be holding the Great 

American Clean Up on April 30. 

 

Mr. Molteni noted his willingness to plan an Earth Day event.  Ms. Katzenmoyer 

stated that he should contact the Police Department for a special event permit 

application. 

 

The event will be held on Sunday, April 24. 

 

BCTV 
 

Ms. Rauenzahn stated that the next show will be held in February.  She stated 

that she will contact Mr. Ganter and Mr. Renninger to be guests to discuss their 

work with their Eco Clubs. 

 

BERNHART PARK REMEDIATION UPDATE 
Mr. Beane stated that the City received information this afternoon.  He stated 

that Exide is not willing to buy insurance due to the cost.  He noted his fear that 
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DEP will lower the acceptable lead level in the future and that the City will be 

liable if Exide is in bankruptcy or has closed operations. 

 

Mr. Beane stated that Exide has agreed to some stipulations, most small items 

which he described as window dressing. 

 

Mr. Beane stated that the access agreement is currently being drafted.  He noted 

that Council and the Mayor must approve this agreement before work can 

commence.  He noted the need for the work group to meet and discuss this latest 

response before addressing the access agreement.   

 

Mr. Beane noted his willingness to assist Mr. Younger with drafting and 

reviewing the access agreement. 

 

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned if the response would be acceptable if they agree to 

the purchase of insurance.  Ms. Hoag responded affirmatively. 

 

Mr. Beane explained the need to minimize the future risk to the City. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:53 p.m.  

 

The next meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council will be held on 

Tuesday, February 15 at 5:30 pm in the Council Office.   

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Shelly Katzenmoyer 

 Deputy City Clerk 
 

 

 


