Environmental Advisory Council
Tuesday, January 26, 2010

The regular meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was held on the
above date for the transaction of general business.

Present — H. Rauenzahn, A. Molteni, J. Drayer, N. Brantley — 4

Also present — S. Katzenmoyer, D. Hoag, L. Lloyd, D. Beane

CALL TO ORDER

Harriet Rauenzahn called the meeting to order at 5:37 pm.

REMOVAL OF BUSHONG MILL DAM

Mr. Lloyd noted his recent meeting with Mayor McMahon, Mr. Denbowski, Mr.
Hottenstein, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Zeiber. He noted his work to make Reading a
hub for streams and trails along the streams.

Mr. Lloyd highlighted several key issues including

13% of people over age 16 go fishing

Berks County is one of the top trout fishing areas in PA

$41 million is spent annually on fishing supplies

The cold water of the Tulpehocken Creek makes it a very good breeding
ground

The dam creates a pond which warms the water and decreases the fish in
the area

Fish cannot access the entire creek due to the dam

DEP has ordered the removal of all dams downstream and is now
requesting that this one be removed

Water quality decreases as temperature increases

Mr. Lloyd stated that DEP has issued a letter to the City of Reading stating that
either the dam must be removed or fish ladders must be installed. The cost of
the dam removal is $200,000. The cost of fish ladders is $50,000 per foot or
$500,000.



Mr. Molteni stated that he visited the dam and that it seems to be in perfect
shape. He stated that building structures of this caliber no longer occurs and
suggested that the ladders be installed.

Mr. Lloyd distributed photos of the area and stated that the mill race is a “death
trap” in its current condition. He noted the safety issues with the mill race and
stated that this can be remediated during the dam removal process.

Mr. Lloyd stated that the philosophy of stream ecologists and the Schuylkill
River Greenway are for the free movement of fish, animals, and people. He
noted that the local kayaking group also supports the removal of the mill race
and dam. He stated that the grant money that the Conservancy has secured
($100,000) cannot be used to install ladders.

Mr. Lloyd noted that the ownership of the dam is still being researched. He
stated that DEP has determined that the City is the owner. The City solicitor is
conducting further research into the ownership issue.

Mr. Lloyd stated that the life of the grant will expire in June 2010. He noted his
hope that this issue be resolved in March. The engineering work for the dam
removal is already complete. He noted that it is expected to take DEP one year to
review the necessary permits.

Mr. Lloyd noted that this area ties into the Schuylkill River Trail system.

Mr. Molteni questioned who dumped the items in the photos in this area. Mr.
Lloyd stated that portions of the dangerous items have been removed by the
Army Corps of Engineers and this is the condition in which it was left.

Mr. Molteni noted that this headwater could still produce energy through
turbines. He noted that it is a beautiful area as it is. Mr. Lloyd responded that
DEP’s dam safety unit has notified the City that the “run of the river” dam has
exceeded its life expectancy and ordered the removal of the dam.

Mr. Molteni reiterated his belief that ladders be installed.
Ms. Hoag noted that this issue has already been before City Council. They did

not approve the removal of the dam. She questioned why the Conservancy went
ahead to receive the grant funding. Mr. Lloyd stated that he moved ahead after



conversations with Mr. Jones to perform the engineering work.

Ms. Katzenmoyer asked why this issue was being reviewed again. Mr. Lloyd
again stated that it is due to the life of the grant funding. He noted the need for
the approval by March 15.

Ms. Rauenzahn questioned the feelings of the residents regarding the dam
removal. Ms. Katzenmoyer and Ms. Hoag stated that a public meeting was held
and the residents would like the dam to remain.

Ms. Katzenmoyer questioned if further Council action would be needed. Mr.
Lloyd stated his belief that the Mayor can sign the appropriate forms to move
forward with the removal. He stated that this issue is also being researched by
the City solicitor.

Mr. Brantley stated that this is a unique area within the City. He stated that he
frequently uses this area as he lives nearby. He stated that the removal of the
dam will change the entire area. Mr. Lloyd stated that the sounds of the river
will remain the same.

Ms. Katzenmoyer asked Mr. Lloyd to describe the changes that would occur to
the area. Mr. Lloyd stated that a riparian buffer would be established and
plantings would occur.

Mr. Molteni questioned how the removal of the dam would change the water
flow. Mr. Lloyd stated that the creek flow is controlled by the Blue Marsh dam.

Ms. Hoag stated that Gring’s Mill would be the next dam upstream. She
questioned if DEP would also be issuing the same recommendations for removal
or fish ladders at this location. Mr. Lloyd stated that he will be contacting the
County regarding Gring’s Mill once Bushong Mill is removed.

Ms. Drayer questioned the impact the removal of the dam would have during
heavy rain periods. She questioned the change to the floodplain in this area. Mr.
Lloyd stated that this issue would be improved as the removal of the dam will
cause the stream to flow at a lower level.

Mr. Lloyd noted that the Conservancy should have worked more closely with
the neighborhood from the start of this project. He noted it was not the intent of
the Conservancy to ignore their wishes. He noted that the RFP process for



improvements would include public input.

Ms. Hoag noted the need to preserve the historical value of the dam and mill
race. Mr. Lloyd noted that these items can be brought on land and displayed
with signage.

Mr. Lloyd noted that many users of the creek and trails stop at Stone Cliff and
turn around. He noted his hope to draw these people into the City by the
removal of the dam.

Ms. Drayer noted her approval of the removal as long as there are no flooding
issues.

Mr. Brantley noted his love of the waterfall. He stated that the mill race issues
can be remedied and suggested that a “race course” be installed in that area to
allow boaters and fish to navigate through the area.

Mr. Molteni noted his belief that the receipt of the funding does not mean that
this removal should move forward.

Ms. Hoag stated that this dam dates to 1892. Mr. Lloyd noted that there is
wooden construction underneath the stone.

Ms. Hoag noted that if the City is found to be the owner, they would be
responsible for maintenance. The removal of the dam removes a large liability if
the City is rightful owner. She noted her belief that the entire area should be
restored and the history preserved.

Ms. Katzenmoyer expressed her belief that if nothing has changed since the last
presentation to Council, the outcome may be the same.

Ms. Rauenzahn requested that Ms. Katzenmoyer follow up with the City solicitor
on the ownership issue and the signature issue and report back to the members.

It was questioned if the letter from DEP included timelines. Mr. Lloyd stated
that due to the ownership issue, no work has proceeded.

Ms. Drayer noted that the removal will improve the ecology of the river and
increase animals and trail use. She stated that she does not understand the
reluctance to remove the dam.



Mr. Molteni stated his belief that the mill race could become part of the fish
ladder and reduce the cost of the ladder.

Mr. Brantley questioned if Mr. Lloyd had any sketches or renderings of what the
area would look like with the dam and mill race removed. Mr. Lloyd suggested
that Mr. Brantley visit Fairmont Park in Philadelphia. He stated that the removal
of the dam is the best way to spend the limited funding received. He stated his
opinion that the area is derelict and needs improvement. He stated that the
exploration of other options should not be done.

Ms. Hoag suggested that any artifacts removed during the process be used for
education purposes in the area.

Mr. Lloyd stated that River Place is planning to install signage in the area similar
to those installed near the canal locks.

Mr. Molteni again stated his stance that the dam is sound and there is no need
for its removal. He requested further study of the structure of the dam.

Ms. Rauenzahn thanked Mr. Lloyd for attending and sharing this information
with the members.

LIGHT POLLUTION

Ms. Katzenmoyer reported that she has spoken with Charlie Jones. His
recommendation was that Met-Ed also be granted an exception. The consultant
has made this change to the draft Zoning Ordinance amendment.

500 BLOCK SCHUYLKILL AVE LOT

Ms. Katzenmoyer reported that this vacant lot is owned by the City.

Mr. Brantley stated that a neighborhood garden needs a serious sustainability
plan. He noted the need for strong neighbors or the vacant lot could end up
looking worse than when it started.



Ms. Drayer suggested that Peter Snyder of Garden Works be contacted regarding
this issue. She suggested that Mr. Snyder be invited to attend a future meeting to
make a presentation.

Ms. Katzenmoyer noted her willingness to contact Mr. Snyder. It was also
suggested that he may be interested in membership as he is a City resident.

BCTV PROGRAM

Ms. Rauenzahn reported that “Our City, Our World” will continue. She stated
that the EAC show has merged with Mr. Denbowski’s trash show and Mr.
Schorn’s youth show.

The guest for January will be Julie Koller of the Water Resource Education
Network. This network is part of the League of Women Voters.

OTHER MATTERS

Mr. Beane introduced himself and stated that he is an environmental attorney
with Stevens & Lee. He stated that he is interested in becoming a member of the
EAC. Ms. Katzenmoyer provided Mr. Beane with an application form.

The next meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council will be held on
Tuesday, February 23 at 5:30 pm in the Council Office.

The meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by

Shelly Katzenmoyer
Deputy City Clerk



