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Board of Health 
Tuesday, June 7, 2016 

Penn Room 
 

Members Attending: B. Hospidor, J. Dethoff, J. Seidel, K. Schorn 
Others Attending: S. Katzenmoyer, T. Coleman 
 
Dr. Dethoff called the meeting to order at 4:01 pm. 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
Public Comment 
 
None. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion was made by Mr. Hospidor, seconded by Ms. Schorn, to approve the April 5, 2016 
minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Berks Teens Matter 
 
Dr. Dethoff stated that he is still trying to attend a meeting.  
 
Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that the group had its first public event in early May.  She stated that they 
hope to be publicly active.   
 
Bed Bugs 
 
Dr. Dethoff stated that the information provided by Chicago is very good.  He stated that he has 
prepared three items to add to the City’s website based on Chicago’s information.   
 
Mr. Arentz arrived at this time. 
 
Dr. Dethoff stated that he will also send the documents via email and will provide a photo.  He 
suggested that in addition to the documents, information about how to report a problem should also 
be provided.  Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that she will include the phone number to the Citizen Service 
Center to report problems. 
 
Lead in Water 
 
Dr. Dethoff stated that he does not want to see Reading in the same position as Flint.  He stated that 
he has spoken with Dr. Kimball who explained that the problem in Flint is due to lead leaching from 
the pipes.  She stated that it was discovered by local pediatricians who routinely monitor lead levels 
in children.  She stated that several local pediatricians do monitor lead levels.  She stated that she 
will be contacting the local laboratories to see if there has been an overall increase in the data.   
 
Ms. Katzenmoyer stated that the Water Authority Executive Director and Board Chair, along with Dr. 
Kimball will be making presentations on this issue at the August meeting. 
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Dr. Dethoff stated that the City has proposed dissolving the Water Authority.  Mr. Coleman stated that 
the Water Authority has been notified to continue operations but to cease execution of new contracts.  
He stated that the City may move forward with dissolution. 
 
Zika Virus 
 
Dr. Dethoff stated that Reading has a very transient population who travel to Puerto Rico and other 
countries where the mosquito resides and that mosquitos are being monitored in the Reading/Berks 
area.  He stated that he reviewed maps to see where the mosquitos migrate and that Berks is on the 
line where it can survive.  He stated that several weeks ago the first baby with Zika was born in the 
United States. 
 
Ms. Schorn stated that she has seen news reports of other babies who have the virus. 
 
Dr. Dethoff stated that there are currently 380 women in the United States being monitored for the 
virus.  He stated that there is heated debate about the upcoming Olympic Games in Brazil.   
 
Health Officer Report 
 
Mr. Arentz presented the monthly report.   
 
Dr. Dethoff questioned the grocery inspections.  Mr. Arentz stated that it is the local Dept. of 
Agriculture inspection. 
 
Dr. Dethoff questioned if meat processing areas were inspected as part of the grocery inspection.  
Mr. Arentz stated that they are. 
 
Dr. Dethoff questioned if the lead testing program has been restarted.  Mr. Arentz stated that he has 
no information on this program restarting.  He stated that Property Maintenance inspectors will be 
receiving training with Water Authority employees regarding lead pipes. 
 
Dr. Dethoff questioned if it is always a problem when water goes through lead pipes.  Mr. Arentz 
stated that he does not have this information but that he will be part of the training.  He suggested 
that this questioned be posed to RAWA representatives in August. 
 
Dr. Dethoff stated that Philadelphia processes water from the Schuylkill River for drinking and that it 
has a very high cost.  He stated that 50% of the water is lost during the process as there are many 
leaks in the system.  He expressed the belief that aging water infrastructure is difficult to maintain and 
very expensive to replace. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 2 at 4 pm in the Penn Room. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:21 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Shelly Katzenmoyer  

Deputy City Clerk 


